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rom age five, ECE alumnus 
Dean Radin (MSEE ’75) seemed 
headed for a career as a concert 
violinist. But he also excelled 

at science and math, read voraciously in 
many subjects, and enjoyed taking apart 
gadgets and putting them together again.

What’s a prodigious polymath to do?

Radin consulted with family and 
friends, who gave him the advice he 
now gives to others: “I always tell 
people now that if you’re interested in a 
huge range of topics…first learn how to 
do engineering so you can know how  
to do something.” He majored in 
electrical engineering at the University 
of Massachusetts, then picked Illinois 
for grad school.

In many ways, Radin’s resume since 
leaving ECE looks like those of the 
department’s other most successful 
and interesting alumni. He earned a 
PhD and went on to hold positions in 
prestigious labs and think tanks; he 
worked in a Silicon Valley startup for 
one of the giants of the tech industry; 
and his research and publications have 
made him a big name in his field.

But the similarities end there, and the 
differences originate in another of 
Radin’s boyhood interests. “When I was 
a kid and I learned that it was possible 
to apply some science towards verifying 
whether psychic phenomena were true or 
not, I couldn’t think of anything  
more interesting to do.”

Today Radin is a senior scientist at  
the Institute of Noetic Sciences in 
Petaluma, California. Arguing from  
the results of his own well-known 

research on psychic phenomena 
(or “psi”), as well as his command 
of psi research worldwide, Radin 
fiercely defends the evidence for 
human potentials like psychokinesis, 
clairvoyance, telepathy, and 
precognition.

Radin’s books, The Conscious Universe 
(1997, HarperCollins) and Entangled 
Minds (2006, Simon & Schuster), are 
available as mass-market paperbacks. 
He’s been interviewed by Oprah and 
Larry King, profiled by the New York 
Times, and featured in the award-
winning documentary What the BLEEP 
Do We Know!? He draws huge crowds 
for talks at venues ranging from 
Cambridge University’s Cavendish 
Laboratory to Google. And he’s all over 
the Internet.

After earning his PhD in educational 
psychology at Illinois, Radin worked at 
Bell Labs in Columbus, Ohio, where he 

used discretionary research time to study 
psi. His next job was with the famed 
think tank, SRI International, which 
performed classified psi research for 
the Pentagon. At SRI, Radin conducted 
experiments, reviewed translations of 
Russian and Chinese psi literature,  
and interviewed defecting scientists from 
those countries.

In the late 1990s Radin worked at 
Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen’s 
Interval Research Corp., and he has  
long been interested in the possibility 
of psi-based technologies. He points to 
several new patents or patents pending 
for devices that exploit the effects of 
mental intention on circuitry. 

“Somebody somewhere thinks there’s 
money to be made,” said Radin. “The 
closest analogy to things we have today 
are brain-activated technologies, and this 
would be the next step, which would be 
pure mind-controlled technologies.”

Radin shares the engineering commu-
nity’s optimism about nano and 
biotechnology, if for slightly different 
reasons. “The effects that we see in 
mind-matter interactions tend to be  
very small and very statistical,” he  
said. “That suggests that the smaller  
the system, or the easier it is for the  
system to be ‘pushed,’ the better the 
results might be.”

Radin and other psi researchers often  
use the Internet for networked experi-
ments, an area Radin has explored  
since his student days at Illinois, 
when he posted a precognition test on 
the PLATO network. “Nothing very 
spectacular to report about it,” he said. 
“But it was fun.” 

By Jamie Hutchinson

Alumnus’ unusual research  
got an engineering start
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1950s
Glenn Jacobs (BSEE ’58) and his wife 
Eileen celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary in June. He retired from 
GTE in 1992 after 34 years in the 
engineering and service departments.

1960s
William Wulf (BS Engr. Physics ’61, 
MSEE ’63) received an honorary degree 
from Missouri University of Science and 
Technology in May. He gave the address 
at the commencement ceremonies for the 
university. 

1970s
William Bielby (BSEE ’70) has joined 
the sociology faculty at the University 
of Illinois—Chicago. 

John Day (BSEE ’70, MSEE ’76) 
received the Roger Deveau Award 
for Excellence in Teaching by Part-
Time Faculty from Boston University, 
Metropolitan College.

Neal J. Keating (BSEE ’78) has been 
named the president and chief executive 
offi cer of Kaman Corp. Kaman conducts 
business in the aerospace and industrial 
distribution markets.

Robert Kennedy (BSEE ’78) was 
named the 2008 DC Illini of the Year 
by the Washington, DC, Illini Club. 
He is copresident of C-SPAN.

John Orr (BSEE ’69, PhD ’77) was 
appointed provost and senior vice 
president for Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute in Worcester, Massachusetts.

Yahya Rahmat-Samii (MSEE ’72, 
PhD ’75) was elected to the National 
Academy of Engineering. He is a 
professor of electrical engineering 
at UCLA.

William J. Sudlow (BSEE ’71) was 
appointed senior vice president of 
engineering for Xactly Corporation. 

Xactly is a leader in on-demand sales 
performance management. 

1980s
Christina Brazdziunas (BSCompE 
’89) was named chief technology offi cer 
for Verso Technologies, Inc., a global 
provider of next generation network 
solutions.

David P. Freese (BSCompE ’89) was 
named CEO of Generation5, a company 
that provides predictions of customer 
behavior, attitudes, and purchase 
potential to help marketers reach 
customers more effectively. 

Mario de la Huerga (BSEE ’82) was 
named network administrator for Grubb 
& Ellis—New Mexico, which is one of 
the largest full-service commercial real 
estate companies in New Mexico.

Dirk Meyer (BSCompE ’83) was named 
chief executive offi cer of Advanced 
Micro Devices. 

Scott McMullen (BSEE ’85) has been 
named vice president of engineering 
for Medsphere Systems Corporation. 
Medsphere Systems is a leading 
provider of open source software for 
the healthcare industry.

Chuck Stancil (BSCompE ’84, 
MSEE ’85) was recently appointed 
chief technologist for business PCs at 
Hewlett Packard.

Norman Tien (MSEE ’85) was named 
a recipient of the Chang-Lin Tien 
Education Leadership Award. Tien 
is the dean and Nord Professor of 
Engineering at Case Western Reserve 
University’s Case School of Engineering. 
He is also the Ohio Eminent Scholar 
in Condensed Matter Physics. The 
Tien Awards program recognizes 
the accomplishments of rising Asian 
American leaders in higher education. 

Ben Tsai (MSEE ’82, PhD ’84) was 
elected to serve on the board of directors 
of Varian Semiconductor Equipment 
Associates, Inc. Varian is the leading 
supplier of ion implant equipment to 
semiconductor manufacturers.

Steve Whealon (BSEE ’83) is currently 
enrolled in medical school in the 
Caribbean at Saba University School 
of Medicine on the island of Saba, 
Netherlands Antilles.

David Yen (MSEE ’77, PhD ’80) has 
been named executive vice president 
for emerging technologies at Juniper 
Networks, Inc. Juniper Networks is a 
leader in high-performance networking.

1990s
Bradley Bishop (MSEE ’94, PhD ’97) 
has been named Instructor of the 
Year at the U.S. Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

Eric Chamberlain (BSCompE ’97) is 
the cofounder and chief operating offi cer 
of RingFree, a San Francisco-based 
company focusing on the development 
of software and services that allow 
mobile telephone devices to converge 
Internet and traditional calling.

Richard Kapusta (BSCompE ’92) 
was appointed vice president of 
marketing and business development 
for Actel Corporation. Actel designs, 
develops, and markets fi eld-
programmable gate arrays (FPGAs) 
and programmable system chip 
solutions for power-effi cient design.

Chris Koopmans (BSCompE ’99) 
was named vice president for product 
development for Bytemobile, Inc. 
Bytemobile is a leader in mobile Internet 
solutions for network operators. 

Jeff R. Lamb (BSCompE ’96) has 
been hired as president by DOmedia. 
DOmedia is an online marketplace for 
buyers and sellers of alternative and 
unique advertising media.

Mark Stout (BSEE ’90) was named 
director of renewable technology 
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planning at Cleantech America, Inc. 
Cleantech develops utility-scale clean 
energy alternatives for sale to utilities, 
municipalities, and other customers.

Oliver Valente (BSEE ’91) was named 
executive vice president and chief 
operating offi cer for ExteNet Systems, 
Inc., a company that develops innovative 
distributed antenna systems networks for 
wireless service providers.

2000s 
Harish Agarwal (BSCompE ’02) is a co-
founder of Octopart, a search engine for 
electronic parts.

Ryan Harbaugh (BSEE ’01) passed the 
professional engineer exam in Indiana.

Karen Hauck (BSCompE ’06) and 
Matthew Zwier (MS Physical Chemistry 
’05) were married December 29, 2007, 
in Champaign. Matthew works for 
the University of Illinois Chemistry 
Department as a scientifi c computer 
programmer, and Karen is a PhD student 
in the history and philosophy of science 
at the University of Pittsburgh.

Nicholas Soldner (MSEE ’06) has 
returned to Connecticut after spending 
a year working in Shanghai, China. He 
is interested in meeting Illinois alumni 
in the New York City area.

Nathan Schweighart (BSEE ’01) 
married Pamela Armata on April 12, 
2008. He works as a senior engineer for 
the Tennessee Valley Authority and is 
pursuing a master’s degree in business 
administration.

Anlin Xiong (MSEE ’05), the vice 
president of Sinoenergy Corporation, has 
been appointed as board secretary to the 
company. Sinoenergy is a manufacturer 
of compressed natural gas vehicle and gas 
station equipment in China.

IN MEMORIAM
Samuel D. Wright (BSEE ’47) died 
December 3, 2007. He was 86. He served 
in the Army during World War II. He 
started his career with Central Illinois 
Public Service. Later he worked for 
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation and 

then Duke Power Company, from which 
he retired in 1994. 

Edward H. Scharres (BSEE ’48) died 
May 10, 2008. He was 88. Scharres 
served with the Army in World War 
II. He was assigned to the Oak Ridge 
(Tennessee) Atomic Bomb Project where 
he performed technical work. He was 
employed by General Electric and then 
Illinois Institute of Technology Research 
Institute, where he carried out a variety 
of projects, including some for NASA. 

John K. Giles (MSEE ’49) died October 
2, 2007. He was 83. During World War II 
he served in the Navy. In 1976 he retired 
from the U.S. Postal Service where he 
had worked as an electrical engineer.

L. Wayne Stevens (BSEE ’49) died 
November 29, 2007. He was 83. He 
served with the Marines in World War 
II. He worked with Shell Oil in Canada 
and later with PanCanadian Petroleum. 
In the 1970s he joined Amerada Hess 
in Calgary as vice president for 
exploration. He moved to Denver and 
headed L.W. Stevens and Associates 
until his retirement.

Clyde “Cotton” Wilson, Jr. (BSEE ’49) 
died March 28, 2008. He was 86. He 
served with the Marine Corps during 
World War II. Wilson worked 
for Emerson Electric and later for 
Missouri Utilities Co. At the time of 
his retirement from Missouri Utilities 
Co. in 1984, he was the vice president 
of electrical operations.

Harry Cerbin (BSEE ’50) died April 21, 
2008. 

Martin A. Halttunen (BSEE ’50) died 
March 18, 2008. He was 82. He served in 
the Army during World War II and was 
awarded the Purple Heart. He worked 
at General Electric for 37 years until his 
retirement in 1987.

Deane C. Leonard (BSEE ’50) died 
December 23, 2007. He was 88. He 
served in World War II with the U.S. 
Army Medical Corps in Europe. He 
was employed by Caterpillar until his 
retirement in 1981. 

Gerald E. Peterson (BSEE ’51) died 
May 13, 2008. He was 82. He served 
with the Army Air Corps during World 
War II. He retired from Commonwealth 
Edison after 37 years of service.

Paul DiSalvo (BSEE ’53) died June 16, 
2008. He was 78.

Robert F. Hoyt (BSEE ’53) died 
November 29, 2007. He was 79. He 
served in the Air Force from 1946 to 
1949. He was employed by Caterpillar, 
Motorola, and Honeywell. 

Rolland L. Heien (BSEE ’58) died 
June 10, 2008. He was 72. Heien was 
an electrical engineer for McDonnell 
Douglas-Boeing until his retirement.

Lynn D. McNames (BSEE ’59) died 
December 12, 2007. He was 76. He 
served with the U.S. Army during 
the Korean War. He was employed 
by Lockheed-Martin and later by the 
Department of Defense in the Civil 
Service before his retirement.

Raymond Belmonte (BSEE ’59) died in 
April 2008. He was 76. He had retired 
from Motorola after 37 years of service.

Timothy Roethemeyer (BSEE ’93, 
MSEE ’95) died September 6, 2007. 
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he Decision and Control 
Laboratory (DCL) at Illinois 
traces its origins to an “adaptive 
systems” research group 

established in the Coordinated Science 
Laboratory (CSL) in 1959 by CSL 
associate director Mac Van Valkenburg. 
The group consisted of just two people: 
Van Valkenburg and his freshly 
graduated advisee, José Cruz (PhD 
1959), whose dissertation 
extended traditional 
circuit theory to address 
systems with time-varying 
components, introducing 
ideas from the emerging 
fi eld of automatic control. 

Nearly 50 years later, the 
DCL claims 20 faculty 
from fi ve departments and 
enjoys a reputation second 
to none in the world of 
control, now a mature, highly 
interdisciplinary research 
fi eld. Those who remember 
the early days of the Illinois 
group attribute its success to the style 
and philosophy of its founder. “His 
philosophy was the same as [then ECE 
department head] Ed Jordan,” said Cruz 
of Van Valkenburg. “Hire the very best 
you can fi nd, and leave them alone.” 

William Perkins fi nished his PhD 
at Stanford in 1961 and joined the 
group that year, initiating a productive 
collaboration with Cruz in the area of 
sensitivity theory, which addresses 
uncertainty in a system and its 
environment. “As a measure of feedback 
to cope with these uncertainties, we 
introduced a mathematical concept 
known as sensitivity,” said Perkins, 

who retired from the ECE faculty 
in 2005. “It measures the change 
in performance due to changing 
parameters or environments. Illinois 
became the center of this activity.”

In 1965 Petar Kokotovic, who had met 
Van Valkenburg the previous year at 
a conference in Yugoslavia, joined 
the Illinois control group and quickly 

established himself as a leader in 
“singular perturbation” theory, which 
addresses the control of complex, 
dynamic systems whose behavior evolves 
in two or more time scales. Meanwhile, 
Cruz took the lead in applying theory of 
“differential games” to systems where 
multiple controllers, or players, seek 
to realize divergent goals. In the 1970s 
these two lines of research would merge 
into a highly successful, Department 
of Energy-sponsored methodology 
for large-scale systems control.

The new control ideas percolating 
at Illinois had broad applications, 
and W. Dale Compton, CSL director 

from 1965 to 1970, spurred the group 
on to more interdisciplinary work. 
One such effort, led by urban and 
regional planning professor Jerrold 
Voss, drew upon control theory to 
achieve dynamic, interactive models 
of urban growth useful to planners. 
Other applications included economic 
policy and electric power systems. 

Beginning in 1981 with the 
hiring of Tamer Başar, the 
group’s ranks began to fi ll with 
a new generation of faculty 
who are today the senior 
members of the DCL. Before 
coming to Illinois, Başar had 
already coauthored a book on 
noncooperative game theory 
that has since become a classic 
in applied mathematics. At 
Illinois, he has spearheaded 
research in the cutting-edge 
area of “H-infi nity optimal 
control,” which addresses 
the old sensitivity issue from 
a new angle incorporating 

game theory. “You formulate it as a 
problem where the controller is playing 
a game against the uncertainty viewed 
as an adversary,” said Başar. “That 
way, you safeguard yourself against 
the worst that can happen.” In 1991 
Başar coauthored a bestselling book 
on the subject, and today the book 
is still a standard text in the fi eld.

In 1984 Kokotovic attended a conference 
in San Antonio at which a University 
of Maryland mathematician, P. R. 
Kumar, gave a talk about self-tuning 
regulators. “Wherever Petar is, all roads 
go through,” refl ected Kumar, who, 
thanks to that encounter, joined the 

By Jamie Hutchinson

Control, Thy Passion
The story of an eminent Illinois lab

Mac Van Valkenburg José Cruz
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Illinois control group in January 1985. 
Kumar began to study manufacturing 
systems and developed scheduling 
policies for semiconductor fabrication 
that have been implemented at IBM’s 
Burlington, Vermont, plant. Later 
Kumar turned his attention to wireless 
and mobile networks, developing some 
of the fundamental theory about the 
scaling of such networks. He and his 
students have written two of the most 
highly cited papers in that fi eld.

In 1989 Sean Meyn joined the group. His 
expertise, like Kumar’s, lay primarily 
in the area of adaptive control, in which 
the control law for a system can change 
as more is learned about 
the system function and its 
environment. Meyn’s work 
on nonlinear and stochastic 
systems led to a coauthored 
monograph that the current 
president of the American 
Economics Institute has called 
“the bible for economists who 
use Markov models.” Recently 
Meyn collaborated with 
U of I economics professor 
In-Koo Cho to improve the 
power market models and 
analyses used by economists.

The early work on sensitivity 
has been reanimated in recent decades 
with the thriving fi eld of “robust 
control,” where the engineer derives a 
strict control law that will function for 
an established range of system 
parameters. Perkins and Başar provided 
the control expertise for a recent 
NASA-funded project to develop smart 
icing systems for small aircraft. “Icing 
changes the dynamics of the aircraft,” 
said Perkins. “We looked at sensitivity 
coeffi cients and monitored those online, 
and used those to decide when icing 
was occurring.” The project included 
faculty in aeronautical engineering 
and (because of the human factors 
involved in piloting) psychology.

The DCL has supplied people as 
well as ideas to research institutions 
nationwide. Cruz retired from Illinois in 
1986 and became dean of engineering 
at Ohio State. After 25 years at 
Illinois, Kokotovic retired to become 
director of the Center for Control, 
Dynamical Systems, and Computation 
at the University of California—Santa 
Barbara. This fall, robotics expert Mark 
Spong, a DCL member since 1984 and 
ECE faculty member since 2005, became 
engineering dean at the University of 
Texas at Dallas. 

No story about the Illinois control 
group would be complete without 

mention of the Allerton Conference 
on Communication, Control, and 
Computing, which originated in 1963 
as the Allerton Conference on Circuit 
and System Theory. The annual 
gatherings, founded by Van Valkenburg, 
Perkins, and Cruz, have grown to 
encompass a broad range of engineering 
disciplines, attracting top researchers 
from around the world to enjoy—for 
a few a days in the beautiful setting 
of Allerton Park—the collegiality that 
Van Valkenburg established at DCL 
and that prevails in the lab to this day.

Though less dominant than in past 
years, ECE faculty have continued to 
form a strong contingent within an 

increasingly interdisciplinary DCL. 
The newest ECE members of the lab 
are Christoforos Hadjicostis (1999), 
Daniel Liberzon (2000), Yi Ma (2000), 
and Seth Hutchinson (2007), an ECE 
faculty member since 1989 who adds 
to the group’s expertise in robotics. 

Meanwhile, the non-ECE group 
within the DCL has grown to become 
a majority. For many years it consisted 
solely of Spong and large-scale 
systems expert Juraj Medanic, both 
of whom were affi liated with the 
Department of General Engineering 
until its reorganization in 2005. The 
1990s brought strong non-ECE hires 

such as Petros Voulgaris 
(Aeronautical Engineering), 
Andrew Alleyne (Mechanical 
Science and Engineering 
[MSE]), Geir Dullerud 
(MSE), and Carolyn Beck 
(Industrial and Enterprise 
Systems Engineering), and 
the trend has continued into 
this decade. “It has been 
great to see a real blossoming 
of interdisciplinary activity 
in the general area of 
decision and control,” said 
Alleyne. He remarked on 
the lab’s engagement with 
new classes of physical 

systems like networked vehicles, 
biophysical systems, and hybrid 
systems, as well as new applications 
in areas such as safety and security.

Meyn, who is the current director of the 
DCL, wants to continue the conversation 
with researchers from a broad range 
of fi elds. “For example, biology has 
all sorts of beautiful puzzles,” he said. 
“Like understanding the regulation of 
insulin and glucose—it’s all a control 
problem.” He’s optimistic about the 
possibilities: “With computers being so 
fast, you can come up with the craziest 
ideas and try them out. It’s never been 
a more exciting time for research.” 

William Perkins

Petar Kokotovic (right) 
and his PhD advisor 
Yakov Tsypkin at Allerton
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olleagues, friends, and family 
recently celebrated the 90th 
birthdays of ECE professors 
emeriti Paul D. Coleman and 

Daniel F. Hang. Coleman was feted with 
a roast at the Champaign Country Club 
on May 30. Hang marked the occasion 
with an open house in the lobby of the 
Krannert Center for the Performing Arts 
on June 14.

“They did 
make some nice 
remarks about 
me, but the 
emphasis was 
to have fun and 
kid Uncle Paul,” 
said Coleman. 
“I had a lot of 
infl uence on them, 
but everybody’s 
forgiven me.”

The roast was 
cohosted by 
Coleman’s 
alma mater, 
Susquehanna 

University, which will soon break 
ground on the Paul D. Coleman Physics 
Center, made possible by funds from 
Coleman and his former students 
at Illinois. Coleman’s students and 
colleagues have already established 
a graduate student research award in 
Coleman’s name in ECE. 

Coleman was born in Stoystown, 
Pennsylvania, a village of 250 people, 
to parents with only an eighth grade 
education. During World War II 
he won the Air Force Meritorious 
Civilian Award for his electronics 
countermeasures work at Wright Field, 
Ohio. After the war, he did his PhD in 
physics at MIT under John Slater, the 

noted physicist. “That’s a million to one 
shot,” refl ected Coleman on his rise from 
humble beginnings. “And that required 
the help of a lot of people.”

Coleman joined the ECE faculty as an 
associate professor in 1951, establishing 
the Electro-Physics Laboratory. His 
early research focused on megavolt 
electronics, harmonic generation, and 
electron beam interaction. Later he 
worked on problems in lasers and optics. 
He advised nearly 50 doctoral and 75 
master’s students, 13 of whom have won 
the ECE Distinguished Alumni Award. 
“You’ll never know how dear that is to 
my heart,” he said.

Offi cially retired since 1988, Coleman 
remained active in the lab for another 15 
years, and he still sifts through his fi les 
at home, looking for old problems that 
were left unsolved when, around 1960, 
federal research dollars were redirected 
from physical electronics to lasers. 
“With a computer and Mathematica, I 
can solve a lot of problems on vacuum 
tubes that I could never even touch with 
a slide rule.”

Hang (BSEE ’41, MSEE ’49) was born in 
Cleveland, Ohio, and worked for General 
Electric between his undergraduate and 
graduate student days at Illinois. He 
joined the ECE faculty as an assistant 
professor in 1947 and a decade later 
helped found the nuclear engineering 
program at Illinois. He retired in 
1984 from ECE and the Department 
of Nuclear, Plasma, and Radiological 
Engineering (NPRE), and has stayed 
busy with teaching, consulting, and 
volunteering.

Hang’s research in electrical engineer-
ing has emphasized the economics 
of electric power generation and 

distribution, while his nuclear exper-
tise lies in management of the nuclear 
fuel cycle. In 1978 he cofounded SHTH 
Associates and he has served as the 
company’s president ever since. SHTH 
provides software to enhance nuclear 
fuel management.

“Getting into teaching is what I’m 
most proud of,” said Hang. “You get 
to know the 
students, 
and they 
come back 
and thank 
you.” One 
former 
student, 
John 
Hughes, 
cofounded 
SHTH 
Associates 
and is still 
with the 
company. 
In ECE 
Hang 
taught 
courses in circuits, electric machines, 
and engineering economy, in addition to 
his responsibilities with NPRE. 

A banner and cake created for the 
birthday open house told parts of 
Hang’s life story in pictures. The banner 
featured a light bulb with an atom 
symbol inside—representing Hang’s 
two departmental affi liations—and a 
scout representing Hang’s longtime 
involvement in Boy Scouts. The cake 
was decorated as a slide rule. 

By Jamie Hutchinson

Death to the slide rule! 
Long live the slide rule! Emeriti turn 90

ECE Professor Emeritus 
Paul D. Coleman

ECE Professor Emeritus 
Daniel F. Hang
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URBANA CAMPUS BRANDING INITIATIVE UNDER WAY 
As part of the branding initiative aimed at standardizing the 
Urbana campus’s identity as “Illinois,” the campus is in the midst 
of transitioning to the www.illinois.edu Web domain. 

To help in this move, the Urbana campus has a new e-mail address. 
Since May 13, students, faculty, and staff have been able to use 
“@illinois.edu” e-mail addresses. The fi rst step in that process is 
establishing new addresses for Urbana campus e-mail users.

In addition, new logo standards have been established. Most 
campus unit logos will be phased out, with a standard use of the 
campus logo taking that place. The only exceptions are campus 
units that are identifi ed as subbrands, independent brands, 
consortia, and external partnerships.

ILLINOIS STATE SCIENTIFIC SURVEYS BECOME PART OF 
U OF I The four state scientifi c surveys—the Illinois State 
Geological Survey, the Illinois Natural History Survey, the 
Illinois Waste Management and Research Center, and the Illinois 
State Water Survey—have become part of the University of 
Illinois’s Urbana campus, under a measure signed by Governor 
Rod Blagojevich. The surveys will be organized as a new unit, 
the Institute for Natural Sciences and Sustainability. 

The institute will take advantage of the surveys’ complementary 
goals and mission of providing the scientifi c underpinnings for 
energy, sustainability, environmental policy, and natural resource 
management, ensuring that the natural environment is developed 
to enhance the well-being of the citizens of Illinois and the state’s 
economic viability.

IDOT PLEDGES $15 MILLION TO THE ILLINOIS CENTER FOR 
TRANSPORTATION The Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT) will invest more than $15 million over the next three 
years to continue innovative transportation research conducted by 
the Illinois Center for Transportation (ICT) at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. This new agreement comes as ICT 
continues to conduct ground-breaking transportation research in a 
variety of focus areas. 

Since its 2005 inception, ICT has grown to become one of the 
leading transportation centers in the nation. ICT’s varied research 
includes developing better designs for pavements that use recycled 

materials, improving work zone safety, implementing technologies 
to improve bridge safety and monitoring, and utilizing alternative 
energy sources such as wind. Visit the ICT web site, www.ict.uiuc.
edu, for more information about the ICT’s research activities. 

CHANCELLOR, CHEMIST ELECTED TO AMERICAN ACADEMY 
OF ARTS AND SCIENCES Richard Herman, the chancellor of the 
Urbana campus of the University of Illinois, and Jeffrey Moore, 
the Murchison-Mallory Professor of Chemistry at Illinois, have 
been elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
They and the other 191 newly elected fellows will be honored 
at the annual Induction Ceremony on October 11 at academy 
headquarters in Cambridge, Mass. 

Founded in 1780 by John Adams, James Bowdoin, John Hancock, 
and other scholar-patriots, the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences has elected as members the fi nest minds and most 
infl uential leaders from each generation, including George 
Washington and Benjamin Franklin in the eighteenth century, 
Daniel Webster and Ralph Waldo Emerson in the nineteenth, 
and Albert Einstein and Winston Churchill in the twentieth. 
The current membership includes some 200 Nobel laureates 
and more than 60 Pulitzer Prize winners.

CAMPUS LOOKS TO ALTERNATIVE VEHICLES AND FUELS 
The Garage and Car Pool in Facilities and Services is exploring 
fuel-effi cient and eco-friendly vehicles. Two e-ride utility trucks 
have been added to the service fl eet. Powered by nine eight-volt 
batteries, the all-electric trucks produce no ozone-depleting 
emissions and don’t require hazardous chemicals such as 
antifreeze, oil, and other liquids.

In addition, Campus Mail, the Paint Shop, the Locksmith Shop 
and several other units have been test driving eight mini trucks 
from several different manufacturers to gauge their suitability and 
durability as service vehicles. Although the mini trucks are gas-
powered, they have smaller engines than full-size utility trucks 
and offer better fuel economy.

To read campus news as it happens, visit UI Now at 
www.illinois.edu/uiNow.
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CE Professor Ravishankar (“Ravi”) Iyer, the George 
and Ann Fisher Distinguished Professor of Engineering 
and director of the Coordinated Science Laboratory 
(CSL), has been chosen to 

serve as interim vice chancellor for 
research for the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign, pending 
approval of the Board of Trustees. 

“Ravi is well known for his 
leadership skills and I am delighted 
to have him as part of the campus 
leadership team,” stated Chancellor 
Richard Herman. “CSL is character-
ized by its outreach across campus 
and the promotion of large multi-
disciplinary projects, and as its 
director, (Ravi) has taken the 
laboratory to a level of visibility 
and multidisciplinary excellence, 
characteristic of the best on this 
campus and indeed, the nation.”

The vice chancellor for research 
is the senior campus offi cer with 
responsibility for advancing research 
at Illinois. His offi ce works with 
college deans, department heads, 

faculty, and graduate students, as well as external agencies 
and groups, on behalf of the university’s research and 
graduate programs.

Iyer, who has served as CSL director 
since 2000, is also an affi liate 
professor of the Department of 
Computer Science, director of the 
Motorola Center for Communication, 
and co-director of the Center for 
Reliable and High-performance 
Computing. For his own research, 
Iyer has been recognized as 
having made fundamental and 
pioneering contributions to the 
design and validation of reliable 
and secure computing systems.

Iyer replaces Charles (“Chip”) 
Zukoski, who has served as the vice 
chancellor for research since June 
2002. Zukoski, who is the William 
H. and Janet G. Lycan Professor 
in the Department of Chemical 
and Biomolecular Engineering, is 
planning to return to the faculty. 
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